
Tactical Aviation - dispatching tactical aircraft
This chapter explains how to dispatch tactical aviation resources. This chapter 
explains the following topics:

• What’s new for version 2.8
• Working with tactical aviation resources.
Look for this sign to quickly identify new topics and tasks in this chapter. You 
can also locate new topics and tasks by clicking on any red bookmark within 
the online document!

What’s new for version 2.8
The following enhancements and functionality for ROSS version 2.8 include:

• Tactical aircraft requests created by CAD. ROSS no longer requires 
you to designate a reload base for tactical aircraft requests created by 
CAD.

• Go To button. The Go To button on the Tactical Aviation screen, 
Requests tab, allows you to display the Request Status screen while 
maintaining the context on a single request or resource. From the Incident 
Resources screen, the Go To button allows you to go to the Tactical 
Aviation screen.

• Place Request dialog box. If multiple dispatch offices have access to the 
contract or the resource is attached to more than one contract, the Place 
Request dialog box displays so that you may choose where to place the 
request. The Place To Organization grid on the Place Request dialog box 
lists dispatch offices that have access to the selected resource’s 
contract(s). The Place Towards Contracts grid contains the contract(s) for 
the selected place-to organization.

• Place tactical aircraft requests toward CWN/AGR contract(s). You 
can view qualified resources and place a tactical aircraft requests toward 
the resource’s CWN/AGR contract(s) if a subordinate, selection area, or 
selection area subordinate has direct access to and/or manages the CWN/
AGR contract(s).

To access the Tactical Aviation screen

You must have the Aircraft Dispatcher role to access and use the Tactical 
Aviation screen.

• On the Resource menu, click Tactical Aviation or click 
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Tactical Aviation screen

Working with tactical aviation resources
The Tactical Aviation screen allows you to:

• change availability status for tactical aviation resources
• set availability and unavailability periods for tactical aviation resources
• fill pending requests for tactical aviation resources
• divert or reassign tactical aviation resources
• set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources
• assign tactical aviation resources directly to an incident
• release tactical aviation resources
• place a request for a resource attached to more than one contract or for 

multiple dispatch offices that have access to a single contracted resource.
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To filter for a specific tactical aircraft
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen under Set Filter for Tactical Aviation 

Resources, complete one or more of the following boxes

- Request #
- Catalog
- Catalog Item.

Remember, you can perform a wildcard search by using the asterisk (*)!

2 Click the Filter Resources button.

To filter for a specific incident
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen under Set Filter for Incidents, complete 

one or more of the following boxes

- Name
- Incident #.

Remember, you can perform a wildcard search by using the asterisk (*)!

2 Click the Filter Resources button.

To view a tactical aviation resource
1 On the Resources tab, search for and then click to select the resource 

name of your choice.

2 Click the View button, and then click to select View Resource.

3 When finished reviewing the resource, click Close.
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The following diagram shows the View Resource dialog box.

To change the availability status for a tactical aviation resource
1 On the Resources tab, search for and then click to select the resource 

name of your choice.

2 Click the Select Status drop-down arrow, click to select the status of 
your choice, and then click the Set Availability button.

To set an unavailability period for a tactical aviation resource
1 On the Resources tab, search for and then click to select the resource 

name of your choice, and then click the Set Unavailability Periods 
button.

2 On the Unavailability Periods dialog box, click New, and then click the 
Select Dates button.

3 On the Set Dates dialog box, complete the Begin Date and End Date, 
and then click OK.

4 Click the Reason drop-down arrow, click to select the reason of your 
choice, and then click the Save button.

5 When finished setting all unavailability periods, click Close.
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The following diagram shows the Unavailability Periods dialog box.

To fill pending requests for tactical aviation resources
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen, click the Requests tab, and then click 

the Filter Resources button.

2 Under Pending Tactical Aircraft Requests, click to select the requested 
item(s) that you want to fill, and then click the Query button.

3 Under Tactical Aviation Resources, click to select the resource name(s) 
of your choice.

4 Under Assign Tactical Aviation Resource, complete the Reload Base 
and Assigning Contact boxes.

5 Under Travel, set the travel as appropriate.

For more information about setting ATD/ETE travel see the next task, “To 
set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources,. 

6 Click the Fill button.
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The following diagram shows the Requests tab on the Tactical Aviation 
screen.

To set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources
1 Under Travel, click to select Set Travel ATD/ETE, and then click the 

Select Date/Time button.

2 On the Set Dates dialog box, click to select the Actual Time of 
Departure Date and Time of your choice, and then click OK.

3 In the ETE boxes, type the Estimated Time Enroute hours and 
minutes.

4 Click the Dest TZ drop-down arrow, and then click to select the 
destination time zone of your choice, if appropriate.

The destination time zone defaults to the time zone of the dispatch center 
filling, diverting, reassigning, or releasing a tactical aircraft.

To assign tactical aircraft to an incident
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen under the Set Filter for Tactical 

Aviation Resources, click the Filter Resources button.

2 Under Tactical Aviation Resources, click to select the resource name(s) 
that you want to assign.

3 Under Incidents, click to select the incident name where you want to 
assign the resource name(s), and then click the Assign button.
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The following diagram shows an airtanker being assigned to the Gopher 
Gulch incident.

To divert a tactical aviation resource from the Resources tab
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen, click the Filter Resources button.

2 Under Tactical Aviation Resources, click to select the resource name(s) 
that you want to divert.

3 Under Incidents, click to select the incident name(s) where you want to 
divert those resource name(s).

4 Under Travel, set the travel as appropriate, and then click the Divert 
button.

For more information about setting ATD/ETE travel see the previous task, 
“To set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources.”
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The following diagram shows a helicopter being diverted to another incident.

To divert a tactical aviation resource from the Requests tab
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen, click the Requests tab, and then click 

the Filter Requests button.

2 Under Pending Tactical Aircraft Requests, click to select the pending 
request(s) that you want to divert.

3 Under Tactical Aviation Resources, click the Query button, and then 
click to select the resource name(s) of your choice.

4 Under Assign Tactical Aviation Resource, complete the Assigning 
Contact box.

5 Under Travel, set the travel as appropriate, and then click the Divert 
button.

For more information about setting ATD/ETE travel see the previous task, 
“To set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources.”

To reassign a tactical aviation resource
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen, click the Requests tab, and then click 

the Filter button.

2 Under Pending Tactical Aircraft Requests, click to select the requested 
item(s) that you want to reassign, and then click the Query button.
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3 Under Tactical Aviation Resources, click to select the resource name(s) 
of your choice.

4 Under Assign Tactical Aviation Resource, complete the Assigning 
Contact box.

5 Under Travel, set the travel as appropriate, and then click the Reassign 
button.

For more information about setting ATD/ETE travel see the previous task, “To 
set ATD/ETE for tactical aviation resources.”

To release tactical aircraft
1 On the Tactical Aviation screen under Tactical Aviation Resources, 

click to select the resource name(s) you want to release.

2 Under Release Tactical Aviation Resource, click the Select Date/Time 
button.

3 On the Set Dates dialog box, click to select the release date of your 
choice, and then click OK.

4 Under Travel, set the travel for the tactical resource as appropriate, and 
then click the Release button.

The following diagram shows the Tactical Aviation screen for releasing a 
sample resource.
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To place up a request for tactical aircraft

You can place a request for a resource that is attached to more than one 
contract or place a request multiple dispatch offices that have access to a 
single contracted resource

1 On the Tactical Aviation screen, click the Requests tab, and then click 
the Filter button.

2 Under Pending Tactical Aircraft Requests, click to select the requested 
item(s) that you want to place up.

3 Click the Action button, and then click to select Place Request Up.
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